CHAPTER 76

IT happened, on a time, that the husband of the said
creature, a man in great age, passing three score years,
as he would have come down from his chamber bare-foot
and bare4egged, he slithered, or else failed of his footing,
and fell down to the ground from the stairs, his head
under him grievously broken and bruised, insomuch that
he had in his head five linen plugs1 for many days, whilst
his head was healing.
And, as God willed, it was known to some of his
neighbours how he had fallen down from the stairs,
peradventure through the din and the rush of his fall
So they came to him and found him lying with his head
under him, half alive, all streaked with blood, and never
likely to have spoken with priest or clerk, but through high
grace and a miracle.
8yb Then the said creature, his wife, was sent for and so she
came to him. Then was he taken up and his head sewn,
and he was sick a long time after, so that men thought he
should have been dead.
Then the people said, if he died, his wife was worthy
to be hanged for his death, forasmuch as she might have
kept him and did not. They dwelt not together nor lay
together, for, as is written before, they both with one
assent and with the free will of each, had vowed to live
chaste. Therefore, to avoid all perils, they dwelt and
1 In MS. 'teyntys'; the old method of draining a suppurating wound*
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